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Yes � 68 percent
No � 31 percent

Volunteered: Both yes and no, 1 percent.

Yes■■

“Crist could be another Joe Lieberman, drawing significant Democratic 
support as an independent.”

“Probably a great time to be perceived as ‘independent,’ given the  
dynamics of the two major parties, the ‘tea party’ movement, et cetera.”

“It is the only way Crist can win. Support for the Obama stimulus and a 
grateful presidential hug finished Crist’s GOP campaign chances.”

“Crist can either be a former governor who got wiped out in a primary or 
position himself against both parties. Anybody paying attention to Nick 
Clegg, [leader of Britain’s Liberal Democrats]?”

“The Lieberman of the South: Charlie Crist. The only difference is that he 
behaves like an actual member of his party.”

“It’s his only opportunity to be on the ballot in November, where 
he will be formidable, [and become] a pivotal and principled  
voice in Washington.”

“Might hurt [likely GOP nominee Marco] Rubio if [Crist] is on the ballot 
as an independent, and revenge is sweet. He might even win.”

“If he really wants to be senator, he has no other choice.”

“Both Republican and Democratic candidates come from the ideological 
bases of each party, creating an even greater opportunity up the middle.”

“He could win as an indie and, if he did, become a looming  
national figure.”

No■■

“Partisan ties are so strong that voters go back to those partisan lines 
when they become unsure about someone. And federal [campaign]
contributions are so ideological that a candidate who cannot self-fund 
does not have a chance.”

“He’ll lose anyway and be a man without a party.”

“It might increase his chances. But, unlike Lieberman, he is not  
assured of a win. Bad way to go out for a sitting governor with  
a distinguished career.”

“While Rubio will clean his clock this year, the pendulum will swing 
back. Florida is too purple for there to be no place for Crist as a 
Republican.”

“He needs another comeback strategy away 
from this race.” 

Yes � 37 percent
No � 62 percent

Volunteered: Only if he wins, 1 percent; probably lose anyway, 1 percent.

Yes■■

“It would take nothing short of a miracle for Crist to pull this back from 
[Marco] Rubio [in the GOP primary].”

“Crist is toast with the GOP, but as indie he has potential to drive right 
down the middle and win a plurality in the general.”

“There is no room in the party for moderates like Crist. The GOP is lurch-
ing right, more concerned with the ‘tea party’ than swing moderates.”

“Americans are disgusted with both parties. And Crist could capitalize 
on that sentiment. Unfortunately for him, he is the establishment. It will 
be hard to make the transition to an outsider.”

“Why not go for the gold now rather than wait for some future  
opportunity that may never come?”

“It is the only hope he has got. The bloom will be off the Rubio rose by 
the fall, and Crist picks up the petals.”

No■■

“Loses money and his traditional support.”

“Crist is toast under any scenario. The photo [of him] embracing 
Obama and his stimulus killed him, though he’s taking a year  
to lay down.”

“He should withdraw, endorse Rubio, and run against [Democratic 
Sen.] Bill Nelson in 2012 with Rubio’s support.”

“He can come back from losing a primary, but he’ll never recover from 
costing Republicans a safe seat.”

“Has lost the Republican primary and will lose in the general election: 
Cannot finance a statewide campaign without the party.”

“It makes it harder for us, but in reality Charlie Crist’s best day as an 
independent will be the day before he announces. It will be all downhill 
from there.”

“Unlikely to win and would burn any chance of being a future Republi-
can anything.”

“It worked for Lieberman, but I don’t think it would work for Crist. He’ll be 
a pariah in his party, and it will further stoke the energy behind Rubio.”

“He will lose and be left with no friends or 
potential employers.”

“His brand is probably beyond repair.”
—James A. Barnes and Peter Bell

Q:
Democrats�■■ (105 votes) Republicans�■■ (104 votes)

Would Florida GOP Gov. Charlie Crist benefit  
by running for the Senate as an independent?

n NationalJournal.com 
See how prominent bloggers answered these 
questions by visiting the Insiders Poll online.
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	 Today* 	 September 
		  2009 
Very closely 	 27 percent 	 22 percent
Somewhat closely 	 49 percent 	 31 percent
Not at all 	 23 percent 	 46 percent
*Volunteered: Not closely, 2 percent. 

Very closely■■

“The tea party is the leading edge of the anti-Obama movement.  
And tapping into it can only energize Republicans.”

“Why not? The tea party is mostly white, wealthier than average  
Americans, and overwhelmingly registered as Republicans: They  
are the GOP.”

“That would be the best gift they could give Democrats this November.”

Somewhat closely■■

“Need their votes, but can’t get the baggage that comes with it.”

“Tea party’s anti-government position is the Republican donors’ sweet 
spot, but its anti-establishment position threatens the corporate financial 
base of the party. Therein lies the tension.”

“How can they not? They helped create the lock-and-load environment.”

“But not enough to get stuck holding a sign that says, ‘I’m With Crazy.’”

“While it energizes some of the GOP base, the tea party speaks  
to the worst in the GOP and alienates midstream voters.” 

“This tea party is nitroglycerine for the Republicans. It could as easily 
blow themselves up as their opponents.”

Not at all■■

“They will turn independents away in droves. Aligning with the fringes 
of the party will only solidify their candidates as out of the mainstream.”

“With the tea party, it seems it’s all or nothing.”

“The Republicans are riding a tiger. It might be exhilarating for  
a while, but eventually the tiger eats you.”

	 Today* 	 September 
		  2009 
Very closely 	 14 percent 	 4 percent
Somewhat closely 	 65 percent 	 49 percent
Not at all 	 16 percent 	 45 percent
*Volunteered: Up to the tea party, not the GOP, 2 percent; not closely, 1 percent; 
only with its ideas, 1 percent; GOP should stand on its principles, 1 percent.

Very closely■■

“GOP needs their numbers and their intensity.”

“This isn’t a lot different from the rise of the evangelical Christians. 
They are committed voters/activists. And we want them with us.”

Somewhat closely■■

“Without motivating tea party activists, Republicans don’t stand  
a chance.”

“They are a genuine insurgent movement and can be potent partners in 
toppling the Obama regime. However, they are not terribly interested in 
real-world governance. And a mature political party has to be.”

“The GOP needs to harness their energy without appearing to  
be taken over by them.”

“There is a growing fringe element—see, birthers—that’s killing this 
group and emptying the movement of any sustainable credibility.”

“You can’t disavow a group of people that hates the government 
when you’re the party of smaller government.”

“We need to blow the dog whistle that those voters answer to  
on issues like spending, taxes, and growth of government.”

“Understand their anger. Adopt their messages. Avoid their messengers.”

Not at all■■

“Parties that give themselves over to outside movements lose  
their identity. Look at the Democrats after the ’68 campaign.”

“Media will be searching high and low for tea party wack jobs.”
—James A. Barnes and Peter Bell

Q:How closely should the Republican Party align  
itself with the “tea party” movement?

Democrats�■■ (105 votes) Republicans�■■ (104 votes)
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