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Q:On a scale of zero (no chance) to 10 (virtual certainty), how likely 

are the Republicans to take over the House in the 2010 elections?

 
Democrats�■■ (101 votes)

—James A. Barnes and Peter Bell

Republicans�■■ (91 votes)

Low chance■■

0. “They will pick up seats, but there will not be enough in play for  
a takeover.”

0. “Americans are still reeling from the recession, still recall who got us 
into it, and are not ready to give power back to Republicans so soon.”

0. “Majority could shrink significantly, but [the Democratic] margin is 
just too big to wipe out in one cycle.”

0. “Unless Halley’s comet appears.”

1. “Republicans need a total Democratic and economic meltdown  
to regain control.”

2. “While Republicans have message momentum at this moment,  
gaining 40 seats and the majority doesn’t seem possible in 2010  
with the candidates they’re putting up.”

2. “Although I definitely believe they will gain a fair number of seats, 
upwards of 20, I don’t think it’s enough to take over.”

2. “Republicans do not have the message or the base in moderate 
suburban areas of the country to win back those seats.”

3. “As long as the speaker and [Majority Leader Steny] Hoyer let  
their liberal chairmen run amok, they risk their very gavels. Mommy  
and Daddy need to give them a dose of reality, or we are screwed.”

3. “Democrats are getting more and more nervous that the White 
House doesn’t really have a political strategy.”

3. “Midterms are about turnout: Republicans will. Democrats?”

Moderate chance■■

4. “If health care is not handled right, the odds increase.”

4. “If the economy does not recover and the marginal ‘purple’ House 
Democrats are forced to take a series of tough votes, losing 40 seats 
is not outside the realm of the possible.”

5. “If Obama’s job approval stays above 50 [percent], Democrats are safe.”

5. “The Republicans and their mouthpieces are defining the health care 
debate, as they did with the cap-and-trade debate before it.”

6. “Better than any of the Pelosi allies want to 
acknowledge. The haunting resemblance of this 
August to the August of ’93 should be a chilling 
reminder of what is headed their way.”

Low chance■■

0. “Until GOP fashions a new 21st-century message and governing 
agenda, they will be in the wilderness.”

0. “Voters still equate the GOP with Katrina-like efficiency.”

1. “The recession would need to continue well into 2010 for the  
GOP to take over.”

2. “But Democrats are sure trying to help us, with health care. If  
Democrats in competitive districts vote for it again, this could be a ‘6.’ ”

2. “Not so much from Republican brilliance but Democratic  
overreaching and high unemployment.”

2. “The chances are slim, but the Republicans are building momentum. 
If we run new faces and not retreads, then it could get real interesting.”

3. “Add 1 point if the following passes: health care, immigration;  
climate change, add 2; and add 4 if there is a terror attack.”

3. “Which is terribly significant, because just a few months ago  
it would have been 0.”

Moderate chance■■

4. “Pelosi is awful, but the numbers are tough for GOP to overcome.”

4. “Republicans will pick up 20-plus, but that is not enough.”

4. “A Democrat overreach has put independents back in play and 
imperiled many Democrats sitting in swing districts, but we don’t  
have the tidal wave yet that’s needed to take back a majority.”

5. “If things stay as they are today, things could go our way. But the 
distaste voters are feeling for Democrats hasn’t yet turned into a love 
affair with the GOP. And there is still a lot of money to raise.”

5. “The Democrats’ majority is not as entrenched as in the 1980s and 
early ’90s. Pelosi is becoming a national pariah of Gingrich proportions.”

6. “If Obama, Reid, and Pelosi stay off-message and don’t provide 
solutions, there is a stronger chance Republicans will succeed.”

High chance■■

7. “With inflation kicking in next spring and health care stirring  
passions, Democrats are splintered. And  
they will turn on each other.”

n NationalJournal.com 
See how prominent bloggers answered these 
questions by visiting the Insiders Poll online.
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Q:How many Senate seats will the Republicans gain or lose  
in the 2010 elections?

PoliticalInsidersPoll

 
Democrats�■■ (101 votes) Republicans�■■ (91 votes)

GOP loses seats■■

-2. “Voters will be upset if GOP blocks health care reform. Voters may 
want to give Democrats a filibuster-proof majority.”

-1. “Bad map for the Republicans in what should be a good year.”

-1. “They lose three and [pick up] two.”

-1. “Republicans in the Senate are forced to protect too many open 
seats. This will divert resources from challenge races and keep them 
headed in the wrong direction.”

-1. “Still too many [GOP] retirements: The bleeding continues.”

No change■■

0. “A year from now the naysayers and liars will have been proven 
wrong. The economy will be a bit better, and we won’t be killing  
grandmothers.”

0. “While several Senate seats will change hands in 2010, it will be  
a wash in the end.”

GOP gains seats■■

1. “The states where Senate Democrats are struggling are blue,  
which means at the end of the day most voters will return to their 
Democratic roots.”

2. “Republicans will gain seats more as a result of weak Democratic 
candidates than as an endorsement of Republican policies.”

2. “If the election were held today, it would be more. But Democrats 
will get it together before the summer of 2010.”

5. “For a lot of Senate incumbent Democrats, 2010 could be very ugly. 
But they have no one to blame but themselves.”

No change■■

0. “Senate races are more about personalities rather than macro 
trends, so maybe the Republicans pick off a couple of surprises;  
but they have a lot at risk, too.”

0. “Win two and lose two for break even, which is a huge win.”

0. “They are going to continue to drift until someone steps up to lead.”

0. “Zero net gain is a victory—for Democrats.”

GOP gains seats■■

1. “Small in number but huge in impact: Get to 41 and Democrats’ 
hopes for cloture are done.”

1. “The retirements put GOP chances of a significant pickup squarely 
behind the eight ball.”

2. “Democrats [are] lucky to have a good seat-by-seat map in the  
face of serious headwinds.”

2. “We just haven’t had success recruiting the kind of smashmouth 
candidates needed to beat some vulnerable Democrats.”

3. “Despite a map and dollar disadvantage. Most telling, we will  
pick up both Obama’s and Biden’s Senate seats.”

3. “Still too many Republican seats up: Their last successful year  
was 2004, alas.”

4 or 5. “Given that only a few months ago Republicans feared losing 
seats, if they come out of this election with even two or three more 
Senate seats, that is an amazing turnaround.”
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—James A. Barnes and Peter Bell
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