Political

Poll

On balance, would sending more troops to Afghanistan
be a political plus or minus for President Obama?

B Democrats (100 votes)

H Republicans (100 votes)

Political plus 27 percent
Political minus 70 percent
Draw; depends; inappropriate question

(volunteered) 3 percent

M Political plus
“The president needs to win. And he can't win without more troops.”

“If we leave and Afghanistan collapses, he will be attacked
relentlessly for breaking his commitment.”

“We are a center-right country when it comes to national security
matters.”

“If he sets a deadline for troop withdrawals, such as one year, he
will appear strong yet realistic.”

H Political minus

“The Democratic base doesn't want to see more troops. And, right
now, it looks like we are about to go into a midterm with the Repub-
lican base energized while our base has nothing to rally around.”

“We should be reducing troops. Not one more American should
die in Afghanistan.”

“He’s in a real box here. Expanding the war is probably the right
thing to do militarily, but it will be very unpopular and will hurt
Democrats in the midterms.”

“The president is damned if he does and damned if he doesn't,
thanks to yet another Bush-Cheney screwup.”

“Sending troops overseas for a war few are aware of—at a cost voters
now see—is not politically popular, despite being the right decision.”

“The way it is being handled risks making him look weak and indeci-
sive. And, of course, it is all going to intersect with Iran. And he will
be under pressure to deliver on foreign policy/national security.”

“lt's Vietnam. And Democrats can't blame Bush.”

“Just because you inherit a clunker doesn't mean you have to
keep driving it."

Hl Democratic Political Insiders i Alper, Brad Bannon, Dave Beattie, Andy Bechhoefer, Cor-
nell Belcher, Matt Bennett, Mitchell W. Berger, Mike Berman, Stephanie Bosh, Paul Brathwaite, Donna Brazile,
Mark Brewer, Ed Bruley, George Bruno, Deb Callahan, Bonnie Campbell, Bill Carrick, GUB Cecil, Martin J. Chavez,
Tony Coelho, Jerry Crawford, Jeff Danielson, Peter Daou, Howard Dean, Jim Demers, Tad Devine, David Di Martino,
Debbie Dingell, Monica Dixon, Patrick Dorton, Anita Dunn, Jeff Eller, Steve Elmendorf, Carter Eskew, Eric Eve, Vic
Fazio, Peter Fenn, Scott Ferson, Jim Fleischmann, Tina Flournoy, Don Foley, Don Fowler, Vincent Frillici, Gina Glantz,
Niles Godes, John Michael Gonzalez, Joe Grandmaison, Anna Greenberg, Stan Greenberg, Pat Giiffin, Larry
Girisolano, Michael Gronstal, Lisa Grove, Marcia Hale, Jill Hanauer, Dick Harpootlian, Paul Harstad, Laura Hartigan,
Mike Henry, Karen Hicks, Leo Hindery, Jr., Harold Ickes, Marcus Jadotte, John Jameson, Steve Jarding, Jonathon
Jones, Jim Jordan, Gale Kaufman, Lisa Kountoupes, Kam Kuwata, Celinda Lake, David Lang, Penny Lee, Chris
Lehane, Jeff Link, Bill Lynch, Bob Maloney Steve Marchand, Jim Margolis, Paul Maslin, Keith Mason, Terry McAuliffe,
Susan McCue, Gerald McEntee, Tom McMahon, Phil McNamara, David Medina, Mark Mellman, John Merrigan,
Steve Murphy, Janet Napolitano, David Nassar, Marcia Nichols, John Norris, Tom Ochs, Tom O’Donnell, Scott
Parven, Jeffrey Peck, Debora Pignatelli, Tony Podesta, Jack Quinn, Larry Rasky, Bruce Reed, Mame Reiley, Steve
Ricchetti, Will Robinson, Steve Rosenthal, David Rudd, John Ryan, Wendy Sherman, Terry Shumaker, Sean Sinclair
Phil Singer, Erik Smith, Doug Sosnik, Darry Sragow, Katrina Swett, Sarah Swisher, Jeffrey Trammell, Ed Turlington,
Mike Veon, Rick Wiener, Bridgette Wiliams, James Williams, JoDee Winterhof, Brian Wolff, and Jim Zogby.

Political plus 52 percent
Political minus 42 percent
Depends; both; neither (volunteered) 6 percent

B Political plus

“Always smart to honor campaign promises and reject advice
from the surrender wing of Democrat Party.”

“Has no choice: Can't let the mission end in failure. That would be
a big minus.”

“It shows he knows what it takes to keep us safe in a dangerous
world."

“If he refrains from taking the advice of the military, he owns the
outcome. If he takes the advice of the military, then he is positioned
to do whatever he wants at a later date. Stevie Wonder could see
what to do here."

“It would show that he's serious about the job and unafraid to
get his hands dirty.”

“Obama campaigned on Afghanistan being the main front in
the war on terror. He's raised the stakes too high to then fail.”

M Political minus

“Open-ended troop commitment in a country nobody cares about.
He was elected to end that, not expand it."

“It will cause problems with the Left, but it's the right thing to do.”

“Democrats who were so anxious to dump George W. have got
to be twisted in knots by the thought that Obama might send more
troops to Afghanistan.”

“He is most likely to take a middle course—not [send] enough to
get the job done right.”

“The people that believe it's the right thing are already disillusioned
with Obama. The people that think it's wrong are his base.”

—JamESs A. BARNES AND PETER BELL

H GOP Political Insiders pan Allen, Stan Anderson, Gary Andres, Saulius (Saul) Anuzis, Rich
Ashooh, Whit Ayres, Brett Bader, Mitch Bainwol, Gary Bauer, David Beckwith, Clark Benson, Wayne Berman,
Brian Bieron, Charlie Black, Kirk Blalock, Carmine Boal, Jeff Boeyink, Ron Bonjean, Jeff Buley, Luke Byars, Nick
Calio, Danny Carroll, Ron Christie, Jim Cicconi, Cesar Conda, Jake Corman, Scott Cottington, Charlie Crist, Greg
Crist, Diane Crookham-Johnson, Fergus Cullen, Tom Davis, Mike Dennehy, Ken Duberstein, Steve Duprey, Debi
Durham, Frank Fahrenkopf, John Feehery, Don Fierce, Carl Forti, Alex Gage, Sam Geduldig, Adam Geller, Ben-
jamin Ginsberg, David Girard-diCarlo, Bill Greener, Jonathan Grella, Lanny Giriffith, Janet Mullins Grissom, Doug
Gross, Todd Harris, Steve Hart, Christopher Healy, Ralph Hellmann, Chris Henick, Terry Holt, David lannelli, Barry
Jackson, Clark Judge, David Keating, David Kensinger, Bruce Keough, Bob Kijellander, Ed Kutler, Chris Lacivita,
Jim Lake, Steve Lombardo, Kevin Madden, Joel Maiola, Gary Maloney, David Marin, Mary Matalin, Dan Mattoon,
Brian McCormack, Mark McKinnon, Kyle McSlarrow, Ken Mehlman, Jim Merrill, Tim Morrison, Mike Murphy, Phil
Musser, Ron Nehring, Terry Nelson, Neil Newhouse, David Norcross, Ziad Ojakli, Jack Oliver, Todd Olsen, Van B.
Poole, Tom Rath, Scott Reed, David Rehr, Steve Roberts, Jason Roe, David Roederer, Dan Schnur, Russ Schriefer,
Rich Schwarm, Brent Seaborn, Rick Shelby, Andrew Shore, Kevin Shuvalov, Don Sipple, Fred Steeper, Bob Ste-
venson, Eric Tanenblatt, Richard Temple, Heath Thompson, Jay Timmons, Warren Tompkins, Ted Van Der Meid,
Dirk van Dongen, Jan van Lohuizen, Stewart Verdery, Dick Wadhams, John Weaver, Tom Wilson, Dave Winston,
Ginny Wolfe, and Fred Wszolek.
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Poll

Grade your own party’s House and Senate leadership teams.

B Democrats

(102 votes)

H Republicans

(101 votes)

Average Grades

House Leadership B- Senate Leadership C+
A B [+3 D F

B House Democratic leadership

A. “Nancy Pelosi may be unpopular, but no one can question her
effectiveness.”

A. “Speaker [Pelosi] has passed every bill she said she would,
despite constant demands from Blue Dogs and ultraliberals.”

B. “Strong leadership, but sometimes too wacky liberal.”

B. “Pelosi's balancing act among competing caucus interests is
difficult, but the job of speaker requires leadership and tough
choices—not merely an expert cat herder.”

C. “[Between the] speaker and [Majority Leader] Steny Hoyer,
tensions are flaring. And the House is on way to repeat of '94."

C. “Marched their members off a cliff on cap-and-trade. And may do
it again on health care.”

D. “Pelosi is a nail-eater on discipline and internal caucus matters,
but her public appearances have been almost uniformly disastrous.”

B Senate Democratic leadership

A. “The leadership will deliver a very good health care bill. And in
this political climate, that's no small feat in an institution with rules
designed to slow or stop anything from happening.”

B. “[Majority Leader Harry] Reid has done a great job of holding the
caucus together through some very rough water. He's not great on
TV, but that's less important for a Senate majority leader when you
have the White House."

B. “Having 60 [votes] has made it easier on the leadership, but
they often lack a compelling message to rally around and drive the
legislation through the body.”

C. “Senate leaders get passing grades but not a lot more, because
not a lot has been accomplished. Even with 60 votes, Democrats
act like a minority party.”

C. “Can't believe they can't do a better job navigating health care.”

C. “It appears that there is no long-term planning, only short-term vote
counting in the Democratic leadership operation. The schedule drives
policy more than a plan drives the schedule.”

D. “When will Reid use the majority he was
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given?” See how prominent bloggers answered these
questions by visiting the Insiders Poll online.

Average Grades

House Leadership B- Senate Leadership B-
A B D F

[+
House 0%

H House Republican leadership

A. “[Minority Leader John] Boehner and [Minority Whip Eric] Cantor
day in, day out provide contrast and alternative to the Obama/Demo-
cratic agenda. And slowly but surely it is having a national impact.”

B. “Focused, loyal opposition: Doing excellent job of reining in
extreme conservatives who would damage long-range GOP effort.”

B-. “Boehner does good job on media, but still has not harnessed
a core message. And lose the green tie.”

B-. “They are showing more focus than they did in the majority.”

C. “There is no policy ingenuity coming out of House Republicans.”
C. “Stop trying to come up with ideas and just oppose. It's worked.”
C. “Thankfully this next election won't be about Republicans.”

D. “They aren't making gains with the public in any meaningful way.”

B Senate Republican leadership

A. “[Minority Leader Mitch] McConnell, long criticized for having no
voice or direction, has emerged with a unified Republican caucus.”

B+. “McConnell's been surprisingly quiet and effective. He's done
a nice job of letting health care reform die on its own, rather than
attacking swing senators and alienating them.”

B. “Somewhat colorless, but much more effective now in holding
the caucus together.”

B. “Good at holding the team together to stop bad legislation, but not
so good at providing viable alternatives and inspirational leadership.”

B-. “Would be higher if they could make their appropriators part of
the team.”

C. “Failure to launch a true Republican alternative on health care is truly
a missed opportunity.”

C. “McConnell is more at ease behind the scenes. But voters, especially
independents, are wondering what Republicans stand for. McConnell's
team’s silence doesn't help.”

D. “Leadership is uninterested in showing what
a Republican majority in the Senate would
mean in terms of what could be accomplished.”

—JamESs A. BARNES AND PETER BELL



